Maney kAdams Creations Company 
732k Vunaway Vrive 
VtaskviUe, Z7i 37221 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, DC 20231 

RE : Zouck-Wle-Vlot 

Weighted Vinyl Shower Liner 

To Whom It May Concern: 

By means of the documents enclosed, we are applying for a 
U.S. Patent and Foreign Patent on a new style of Vinyl 
Shower Liner. We have created a Weighted Condition at the 
bottom of the shower liner in an area nine inches by six 
feet. Our weights are flat steel washers that are heavy 
enough to hold the liner straight during the showering 
period. 

We attached steel washers to the bottom of our Vinyl Shower 
Liner at our home using duct tape. By using the heavy 
steel washers in the bottom area of the liner, we 
discovered that the liner is held taut during the showering 
time period and does not blow against the occupant of the 
shower . 

We feel that the unique qualities of our design make the 
Zouck'Wl&'9lot Vinyl Shower Liner eligible for a Utility Patent. 
Please examine the enclosed documents with that thought in 
mind. 

Four persons have contributed to the creation of this Vinyl 
Shower Line. They are listed below. 

Nancy D. Adams President of Partnership 

Age: 66 

Phone: 615-646-5110 
7324 Dunaway Drive 
Nashville, TN 37221 



Charles L. Adams 



Vice President (Husband) 
Age: 72 

Phone: 615-646-5110 
7324 Dunaway Drive 
Nashville, TN 37221 



Donna A. Mabry 



Secretary (Daughter) 
1015 Bellwood Drive 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 



Christina A. Torrence 



Treasurer (Daughter) 
5547 Craftwood Drive 
Antioch, TN 37013 



I am making this submission on behalf of Nancy Adams 
Creations Company (a partnership) . We look forward to 
hearing from you concerning this application for Patent, 



Sincerely Yours, 



Nancy D. Adams 



Wancy kAdams Creations Company 
7324 Vunaway Vriue 
YlaskviUe, ZYl 37Z21 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, DC 20231 

RE: Zouck~Wle-Wot 

Weighted Vinyl Shower Liner 

♦ 

To Whom It May Concern: 

After completing a patent search on your Website, we found 
approximately 500 patents under the category of 'shower 
curtain' . 

We reviewed each patent and product description, but found 
nothing matching our design. Similar designs included 
weighting with sand or other materials and one using 
suction cups to attach the curtain to the shower wall. 
However, there was no product using washers. 

Should your additional search show a similar design, please 
let us know. 

Thank you for your time. 



Sincerely Yours, 




TITLE OF INVENTION 



Tbuch-Me-Not Vinyl Shower Liner 
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CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 



Not applicable 
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STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH 
OR DEVELOPMENT 



Not applicable 
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REFERENCE TO A SEQUENCE LISTING, A TABLE, OR A COMPUTER 
PROGRAM LISTING COMPACT DISC APPENDIX 



Not applicable 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

I have always enjoyed taking a sit-down bath in a standard 
tub. As a result of aging and advancing Parkinson's disease 
this method of bathing has become difficult. Showering be- 
came my next choice. 

I immediately encountered the annoyance of the vinyl 
liner blowing against my lower body. I spoke with my husband 
about this problem and he said he had the same problem with 
the liner but he just ignored the nusiance. I told him that 
I could not ignore the problem and asked him for help in 
solving this annoyance. He suggested that I lay the liner 
over the flat platform of the tub and place bottles of Shampoo 
and Bubble Bath on the liner to hold it in place. This solu- 
tion worked but I soon grew weary of the extra activity 
required with each shower. 

Once again I approached my husband with this problem. I 
told him I wanted us to find a more simple, permanent solu- 
tion to the blowing shower liner. He realized I was serious 
about the situation and we started to discuss what we could 
do to stablize the blowing shower liner. My first idea 
was to attach marbles to the bottom, of the liner to help 
hold it straight down during the showering period. My hus- 
band came up with the idea of using small plastic bags of 
sand and attaching them to the bottom of the liner. Both 
ideas would hold the liner in tension but neither seemed 
to be an acceptable solution. 
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One day I was shopping in the local hardware store and 
I came upon a display of steel washers in various sizes. 
They were flat and heavy. I mentioned using these washers 
on the vinyl liner to my husband and he was immediately 
impressed with the idea. We purchased an assortment of 
steel washers and duct tape. 

Through experimentation with this idea of creating a 
weighted condition at the bottom area of the vinyl shower 
liner we discovered that the flat steel washers would negate 
the blowing action of the liner if properly spaced on the 
bottom of the liner. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



r was so annoyed by the vinyl shower liner blowing against 
me while showering that I became determined to solve this 
problem. I bugged my husband about the issue until he had 
to join me in my quest of a solution. When I brought up 
the idea of using flat steel washers he became excited about 
this simple solution for stablizing the blowing shower liner. 
We focused on the nine inch by six foot area at the bottom 
of the liner. By creating an acceptable weighted condition 
using steel washers in this area we stopped the blowing 
action of the shower liner. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 



Figure 1 shows a standard Vinyl Shower Liner that has 
been on the market for decades. Top of the liner is double 
ply with the edge folded over a miniia^ri of one- inch and holes 
are punched in the double ply area for hanging on a shower 
rod. Holes should be spaced at four to six inches on center 
and should be protected with metal g-rommets. 

I focused on the bottom of the liner in an area nine- inches 
by six feet. This: area is to be called the Weighted Condition 
Area. At this location I propose placing flat steel washers 
in a pattern that will hold the liner in a slightly tensioned 
condition. Under this taut condition the liner will hang 
vertically straight down with washers pressing against the 
tub wall. With the shcwer on, the blowing action of the 
liner will be negated. 

Figure 2 is similar to Figure 1 and describes the Weighted 
Condition Area in more detail. The design shews three rows 
of flat steel washes to be attached to the liner on the outside 
(away from the shower spray) and spaced for the best effect 
at stabilizing the movement of the liner with shower in 
operation. 
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The bottom line of washers is the most important line 
of the design. Washers on this line should be a minimum of 
one and three quarters inches in diameter and approximately 
on tenth of an inch in thickness. Spacing the washers at 
six inches on center will hold the liner in a tension 
condition. 

Middle line of washers can be reduced in size to one 
inch in diameter and a thickness of approximately one 
twelfth of an inch. Spacing of washers should be twelve 
inches on center. 

Washers on the top line can be reduced in size to 
three quarters of an inch in diameter and have a thickness 
of approximately one sixteenth of an inch. Spacing 
should be eighteen inches on center. 

Attaching the steel washers to the liner can be accomp- 
lished by using a round patch of the same vinyl material 
and heat sealing the pieces together with washer inside pro- 
tected from any water that would cause rusting. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 



I decided that a blowing shower liner is an unacceptable 
condition. I became determined to alter the commonly known 
shower liner in such a way as to hold it in a stable condition 
while I was taking a shower* 

An area at the bottom of the liner was where I focused 
my attention. My idea was to alter this area so that the 
entire liner would be anchored in a tension condition and 
would be firmly held in a non-blowing condition while I was 
showering. The dimensions of this area are nine inches by 
six feet. My alterations in this area are three rows of 
flat steel washers with the bottom row of washers being the 
most important. The bottom row should receive the largest 
washers and heaviest washers and the spacing should be a 
maximum of six inches on center. I discovered that a 
washer with diameter of one and three quarters inches 
works very well in the bottom row. 

Middle row of washers can be smaller in diameter (one 
inch) and the spacing can be increased to twelve inches on 
center. Top row of washers can be reduced in diameter to 
three quarters of an inch and the spacing can be increased 
to eighteen inches on center. 

When these conditions are met the liner will stand 
taut in a touch-me-not condition. 
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